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In spite of the many
months since the declaration of the Covid-19 Pandemic, we continue to be
affected by the ongoing
struggle against this virus.
There are worrying signs
that we have now entered a
“second wave” as the number of infections begin to
rise exponentially: this too
as we enter the traditional
holiday period.

It is incumbent on all of us
to take the necessary measures to combat this disease.
It has to be a collective effort as the virus does not
distinguish between hosts
that it infects. The Maha
Sabha has put out many
advisories to community
organisations and the general public guiding them on
some of the more important measures that needed

to be adopted to fight this
deadly virus. The Maha
Sabha urges everyone to
continue observing the
relevant guidelines put forward to fight this dreaded
disease.

Meeting of Pr iests to Discuss Rules for Festival Dates
The Priest’s Council of
the South African Hindu
Maha Sabha, representing
linguistic and ideological
diversity in the Hindu
sector, annually declares
festival dates for the
South African Hindu
public. Sometimes confuPundit Lokesh Maharajh
sion arises due to time
(above right) Chair of the
Priest’s Council of SAHMS zone differences with
with Pundit Amichand Maraj India.
at one of the Priests meetings
The date for Krishna
Ashtami 2020 was one
example of how different
interpretations lead to

confusion amongst the
Hindu public. In view of
the above, and to avoid
future confusion, a meeting of Hindu priests to
discuss the
different
rules/principles influencing the calculation of
festival dates was held in
October and November
this year. The purpose of
these meetings is to reach
consensus on these principles, thereby eliminating
any difference of interpretation and avoiding

public confusion.
Delegates from Kwazulu
Natal, Gauteng and Eastern Cape attended. We
record our appreciation
to the Gurumars, South
African Tamil Federation,
KZN Tamil Federation,
Devastanam Foundation,
Shree Sanathan Dharma
Sabha of South Africa, the
Andhra Maha Sabha South
Africa and many others
who are willingly participating.

VOLUME 1, ISSUE 3

COVID-19 - Regulations / guidelines for Temples and pr iests
The South African Hindu Maha Sabha welcomes the government decision to open places of worship and the strict regulations that have
to be followed.
The S A Hindu Maha Sabha, in consultation with the Purohit Council of the Shree Sanathan Dharma Sabha of SA, Arya Samaj South
Africa, and other religious and faith based organisations has developed the following guidelines for places of worship.
It is of the utmost importance that the following protocols must be strictly enforced at ALL religious gatherings:
1. The maximum number of persons attending cannot exceed 100 including priests and temple officials and staff and also limited to
50% of the capacity of the venue. By using digital media like Whatsapp an advanced register of attendees can be developed, and if capacity is reached this can be communicated to the congregation to avoid possible unpleasant situations.
2. A Covid-19 subcommittee should be established.
3. Mandir personnel to be on standby to administer and apply strict discipline.
4. All devotees must wear masks.
5. Appropriate social distancing (1.5 metre) must be observed.
6. A register of all devotees attending, including names, ID numbers, phones numbers and addresses must be kept.
7. It would be useful to keep a log of where everyone sits.
8. Acquiring and using a temperature scanner to screen all attendees must be mandatory.
9. The premises must be sanitised before and after each prayer/religious gathering.
10. Hand sanitiser must be provided for all devotees before and after the prayer.
11. Any ritual/activity that may expose devotees to risk must be avoided.
12. There should be a designated person/committee responsible for overseeing sanitising procedures, maintaining the register,
liaising with public health officials, and helping to identify and notify contacts if necessary.
13. Two members/officials of the Temple must be on duty at the entrance to provide hand sanitisers for cleaning hands.
14. No-one is permitted to socialise after the prayer
15. Priests to control and regulate all rituals and poojas and must have mask and gloves.
16. All offerings must be made by priest.
17. Washing, cleaning and dressing of murtis must be under strict supervision whist maintaining the rules.
18. If any person has any flu like symptoms including, but not limited to, sore throat/continuous coughing/fever, they should not
visit the Temple and they are to self-quarantine until the symptoms disappear.
19. People who have comorbidities should be advised to worship from home.
20. No sharing of any books, musical instruments or any other personal items.
21. No sharing of Prasad or fluids is permitted.
22. If anyone does use the toilet, it is expected that he/she must wash their hands with soap and water and make sure the bowl is
empty after flushing.
23. Toilets to be cleaned as often as possible. More support staff to assist.
24. Regulatory signs to be erected. Eg, The management reserves the right to disallow a devotee from entering the premises if he
does not adhere to the Covid 19 rules.
25. Signs for masks, hand wash, etc.
PLEASE NOTE THESE PROTOCOLS AND REGULATIONS DO NOT, IN ANY WAY,REPLACE THE PROTOCOLS SET
OUT BY THE GOVERNMENT. THEY ARE MERELY ADDITIONAL AND SPECIFIC INTERVENTIONS TO KEEP US ALL
SAFE. IF MANAGEMENT IS UNABLE TO COMPLY WITH THE ABOVE PROTOCOLS, IT WOULD BE APPROPROPRIATE
TO DEFER OPENING OF THE TEMPLE.
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T h e Ye a r 2 0 2 0 . . .
Vanakkam Namaste Namaskaram
2020 - It was a year initially filled with uncertainty amidst the start of Covid-19, and each and
everyone of us were unaware of what the next day would bring. With so many plans and projects
ahead of us, we found ourselves re-adjusting to achieve the impossible - and we did. The SA Hindu
Maha Sabha achieved many of our aims and I mention just a few…
 To set the ball rolling, the SA Hindu Maha Sabha pledged to donate R500 000 to the Covid-19
solidarity fund.
 Approximately R1.4 million has been collected. In addition, several affiliates also contributed in
kind, especially distributing food hampers .We thank all donors, affiliates and individuals for their
support and selfless contributions.
 During this period community members and priests were desperate for assistance with regards
to permits for travel, funeral procedures, final rites prayer and wedding cancellations. The Sabha
assisted and attended to all requests.
 When President Ramaphosa announced that religious services can commence, the Sabha issued
covid rules and regulations for temples, and all responsible organisations complied.
 In June 2020, the Sabha had purchased 1008 packs of canned food. These items were distributed to affiliates in all areas (South coast to North Coast) to assist the indigent.


Covid Funeral procedure guidelines were distributed.



Three Webinars were held on:

1. Interfaith Harmony and Social Cohesion
2. Corruption
3. Covid-19 Diwali and Fireworks: Tolerance, Cultural Rights and Responsible Use
 The SA Hindu Maha Sabha in collaboration with the Shantik Foundation led by Mr NC Maharaj
will host a Unity Workshop in March 2021. The aim of the Workshop is to promote Hindu Dharma,
identify challenges and prevent conversion.
 Our social media team continue to work tirelessly to advertise festivals and assist in bringing
you the latest Sabha news.
I extend special thanks and gratitude to our affiliates, colleagues and officials whose continued
perseverance and commitment beyond the call of duty contributed to our success. May you be
blessed abundantly.
As we reach the end of 2020, let us pray for a better future. To those who have lost loved ones, may
you be strong to overcome your loss. You are not alone!
May you continue to be safe during this festive season. All the best to you and your family and let us
welcome 2021 with love and warmth in our hearts.
Have a happy New Year!
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Regards
Ashwin Trikamjee

VOLUME 1, ISSUE 3

INTERFAITH HARMONY and SOCIAL COHESION
In an attempt to improve
communication, reduce
tensions and promote tolerance across the religious
sector, the SA Hindu Maha
Sabha rescheduled the
Interfaith Harmony and
Social Cohesion Workshop
from March this year to
24 September when we
celebrated Heritage Day.
The panel of speakers
included :-

Swami Vedanand Saraswati
(Arya Samaj South Africa)









Swami Vedanand Saraswathi (Arya Samaj S A)
Prof Saths Cooper
Prof Ashwin Desai
Prof Solly Dangor
Ms Nalini Gengan
(Hindu Association
Western Cape)
MEC Ravi Pillay
Bishop Malusi
Mpumlwana (Chair of
SACC)

The workshop was chaired
by youth leader Ms
Tashmica Sharma.

Ms Nalini Gengan
(Hindu Association Western
Cape)

Speakers highlighted the
role of religion in promoting tolerance, peace and
harmony in South Africa.
There was also a discussion
on how the faith sector
contributes to social cohesion in the country.
One of the outcomes of
the workshop was the
creation of structures to
address and reduce interfaith tension.

MEC
Ravi Pillay

Ms Tashmica Sharma
Youth Leader who chaired the
Workshop

Bishop Malusi Mpumlwana
(Chair of SACC)

Anti-Cor r uption Webinar
A common thread in
Hindu scriptures (and indeed in all faiths) is the call
to fight for justice and morality. Corruption is a deviation from this path of
righteousness.
The South African Hindu
Maha Sabha not only supports the public demands
for accountability, transparency and consequences
for corruption but seeks to
join in this monumental
effort.

One such effort was the
hosting of an AntiCorruption Webinar in
October 2020 where eminent speakers ventilated
this topic exhaustively.
Speakers included : Swami Abhedanandaji
of Chinmaya Mission
 Pravin Gordhan Minister of Public Enterprises
 Prof William Gumede
Wits University
 Sanusha Naidu - Institute for Global
Dialogue
 Neeshan Bolton Ahmed
Kathrada Foundation

Top - Swami Abhedanandaji
Below - Minister Pravin
Gordhan

Top - Prof William Gumede
Wits University
Below - Sanusha Naidu
Institute for Global Dialogue
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COVID-19 DIWALI and FIREWORKS

Prof Salim Karim

Prof Karthy Govender

Prof Nalini Moodkey

As we prepared for Diwali,
the threat of a second wave
of COVID-19 infections
loomed large and there was
the worrying growth of
pandemic fatigue. In recognizing that COVID-19
compliance is essential as
well as celebrating responsibly, the South African
Hindu Maha Sabha hosted a
webinar at the end of
October titled :

The first theme of the webinar focused on Covid-19
compliance and celebrating
responsibly. As far as possible the Maha Sabha urged
the community to avoid
family gatherings, and
rather to have virtual Diwali greetings and celebrations. Temples were urged
to comply with the Maha
Sabha’s recommended
Covid-19 regulations.



ance with municipal bylaws.

Above - Pt Lokesh Maharajh

The Maha Sabha is
being proactive in trying to avoid the racial
“COVID-19 DIWALI
The Maha Sabha supports
and FIREWORKS :
social distancing, regular
attacks and conflicts of
Tolerance, Cultural
sanitizing and wearing
previous years. To this
Rights and Responsible masks.
end the Maha Sabha
use”
The second theme of the
had a team of lawyers
Eminent speakers inwebinar focused on the
who have generously
cluded :annual South African convolunteered to assist
troversy - the use and abuse
 Prof Salim Karim
of fireworks. The focus was the community should
 Prof Karthy Govender
there be racial attacks
on cultural tolerance and
respect, as well as compli- and conflicts.
 Prof Nalini Moodley
Pt Lokesh Maharajh

160th Year Commemoration of the ar r ival of
Indentured Labourer s in South Afr ica
The KZN Provincial
Government held a series
of events commemorating
the 160th Year of the
arrival of indentured
labourers in South Africa.
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Guru Sankaran (see page
5) performed the opening
prayer at South Beach,
Durban

Prof Brij Maharaj (left)
and Kaylene Moodley
(right) did a presentation
and spoke at the Heritage
Centre.
Her full presentation
which was well researched
is included in the following pages.
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Lest we forget: Indian indentured labourers of 1860
paved the way for the youth of 2020
by Kaylene Moodley

“It is the roots which give a tree strength, not
its branches.” - Matshona Dhliwayo

lessly towards improving their situation. They
faced unfathomable hurdles but remained determined to rise above their circumstances. The
struggles that they had endured ignited the single-minded goal to establish a better quality of
life for the future generations.

This particular quote resonates strongly
amongst the South African youth of 2020 when
we think back to our forbearers. As we
approach the 160th anniversary of our
ancestors docking at the Durban harbour in Whilst the life of a South African 21-year-old
1860, we ponder on the relevance of indenture in 1860 versing that of a 21-year-old in 2020
to the youth of South Africa in 2020.
are vastly different, there are a plethora of valMany of the indentured Indians were mere ues and life lessons that still hold strong. One
youth themselves when they took the leap of such lesson, is the value of education that our
faith to leave their homes and family to embark ancestors had instilled. Given the limited reon a life changing journey from India to South sources that the indentured had, they placed a
Africa. They arrived on the Durban shores with substantial amount of emphasis on education
nothing but hope in their heart for a better life and educating their children knowing that this
and the sheer fortitude to persevere against all would be their only prospect of improving their
odds. Alas, sadly not knowing the horrific life life. Overtime, they had set up small classes
of slavery that awaited them. The indentured amongst their communities to teach the chilset sail under the assumption that a better stan- dren. This can be noted as one of the most indard of living and good working conditions strumental lessons that was passed on and is
were their future prospects. However, the grim still relevant. Many of the indentured labourers
truth was that they were bought and sold like that chose to stay in South Africa after their
cattle, stripped of their dignity and basic human contract had expired took up odd forms of emrights. They were seen as nothing more than ployment such as railroad workers, fishermen
human cargo brought for the sole purpose of and maids amongst others and this highlighted
labour. From sunrise to sunset, the indentured their tenacity to grasp any job and follow it
toiled in fields conducting back-breaking work. through to completion to the best of their abilFollowing the gruelling day of labour, they ity. Irrespective of the job requirements or how
would return to their dismal living quarters that demeaning the role was deemed, they did what
had lacked proper ablution or kitchenette facili- was necessary to make ends meet. It is another
ties and would succumb to slumber from pure admirable trait that the youth of 2020 in South
exhaustion. Reduced to being treated like ani- Africa can relate to given our countries tough
mals, one would think that would be enough to economic predicament.
break their spirits and render them defeated Despite being thousands of kilometres away
however, step by step they had worked tirePAGE 6
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Lest we forget: Indian indentured labourers of 1860
paved the way for the youth of 2020
Continued from page 5 ...

from the motherland, indentured Indians
strived to keep the light of their cultural identity burning bright. From erecting places of
worship to conducting religious prayers, they
had placed great emphasis on ensuring that
their heritage and culture would be passed on
to future generations. Given their determination
and motivation to cultivate and practice their
culture in a foreign place, 160 years later the
Indian culture has stood the test of time and has
increased tenfold in making its presence
known. This is of remarkable relevance to the
youth as it affords us our birth right of freely
practicing our culture whilst giving us a sense
of belonging in terms of our cultural identity.
When we look back, we see that our forbearers
had laid the foundation for an empire that has
continued to grow through the decades. The
role of the indentured has had great significance in shaping the cultural, social, political
and economic landscape of present-day South
Africa. Especially when it comes to social cohesion, they rallied with other racial groups to
stand up and unite against oppression. They
were peaceful and resourceful people who
relied on their intelligence in making their
point known. It is thanks to their perseverance
that the youth of today can appreciate the
opportunities that are presented to them.

more people are made aware of their country’s
history and to highlight the significant role that
the indentured labourers played in South
Africa. As a quote by Madeleine L'Engle so
aptly states: “If you don't recount your family
history, it will be lost. Honour your own stories
and tell them too. The tales may not seem very
important, but they are what binds families and
makes each of us who we are”.
In conclusion, the heart-breaking stories of the
indentured serve as a constant reminder to the
youth that we have the bloodline of heroes
coursing through our veins and should never
forget that. A sentiment that young people
share today is that, had it not been for the
courage, determination and hardwork of the
indentured who paved the way for us, we
would not be relishing the standard of living or
opportunities that we have today. For that we
are eternally grateful to them and will continue
to carry their legacy forward.
(Kaylene Moodley is a member of the Youth
Committee of the SA Hindu Maha Sabha and a
Masters Candidate in Geography and Environmental Science at UKZN)

Source:https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/
Indenture is noted to be the equivalent of article/2020-11-25-lest-we-forget-indianslavery and the dismal reality is that the story indentured-labourers-of-1860-paved-the-wayof 1860 indentured Indian has not been for-the-youth-of-2020/
communicated effectively to a large enough
audience. Many youth feel that it is of great importance to start introducing this section into
the education curriculum at schools so that
PAGE 7
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160th Anniver sary of the Ar r ival of Indentured Labourer s to S A
The year 2020 marks the 160th anniversary of the arrival
of indentured labourers; the 110th anniversary of the
official recognition of the festival of Diwali in South
Africa, and the 108th anniversary of the establishment of
the SA Hindu Maha Sabha.

Hinduism is a way of life. Our scriptures present a code of
conduct for social, ethical, moral and spiritual upliftment in
all facets of our lives. As we reconstruct our country, the
South African Hindu Maha Sabha must once again in this
the 108th year of its existence renew its vows and once
Historically, Hindus in South Africa struggled against more ensure that Hindus are not cut off from broader
discrimination, poverty, lack of education as well as society, that that our spirituality is matched with desire
political and civic representation, and religious and for a better society and our prayers and rituals always
spur a sense of philanthropy and generosity.
cultural marginalisation.
The South African Hindu Maha Sabha salutes the countless number of individuals and affiliate bodies that have
been involved in the dynamic growth of the organization
over the past 108 years, have all contributed to a solid
foundation which will see the Sabha grow from
strength to strength. Our fervent prayer is that we continue to serve the Hindu community and the nation in
terms of the noble objectives of the Sabha. A challenge is
to ensure that values such as integrity, morality, justice
Hindus managed to survive the economic and political and righteousness, which are common to all faiths,
onslaught primarily because of their rich cultural and permeate all facets of South African society.
religious heritage, and self-help community survival
strategies. The Maha Sabha’s motto, Vasudhaiva The Indian contribution to the socio-political transformaKutumbukam (the world is one family) resonates with tion in South Africa should be the `satyagraha' tradition,
African concepts such as Ubuntu (humanity to others) to "demonstrate to the country and to the world that the
principles of non-violence, democracy and racial
and Batho Pele (People first).
tolerance will have a home in a future South Africa ...
Culture and identity are fluid and dynamic and not static, and a vigorously protected one at that" (Leader,
and this is very evident in the post-apartheid era. While 18/19/91).
South Africa is a secular state, Nelson Mandela had
emphasized that in South Africa “there shall also be a As Martin Luther King Jr. reminded us: "We may have
social order which respects completely the culture, all come on different ships, but we're in the same boat
language and religious rights of all sections of our society now."
This article was presented by Ashwin Trikamjee (SAHMS
and the fundamental rights of the individual”.
President) for the Brochure issued by the KZN Provincial
Government for this year’s 1860 Celebrations.
Guru Sankaran represented SAHMS at the eThekwini
Under apartheid the Indian community suffered as
forced removals were instigated through the Group
Areas Act of 1950 . Temples, mosques, churches, halls
other cultural institutions were destroyed in areas such
Cato Manor, Riverside and Clairwood. A major
consequence of forced removals was the eroding of the
joint family system and traditional lifestyles.

Celebrations arranged by the KZN Premier at South Beach
where he performed the opening prayer

Centre - Premier Sihle Zikalala
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Prog ress on Recognition
of Hindu Mar r iages
The Vivaha Sanskaar
(wedding) is one of the
sixteen sacraments
which the Hindu
individual is enjoined to
undergo in a lifetime.
The Hindu wedding is
a sacred ceremony
whose solemnity must
be maintained throughout. It is seen, not as a
contract, but as a holy
rite in which two
people are joined as
husband and wife by
prayer, vows and the
chanting of Vedic mantras. (Source : Understanding Sanathan
Festivals published by
Shree Sanathan Dharma
Sabha of South Africa)

The South African Hindu
Maha Sabha (SAHMS) has
had several engagements
with government in recent
years with regard to the
recognition of Hindu
marriages. As part of this
interaction the Department
of Home Affairs representatives met with SAHMS
on 25 November 2020 to
discuss the status of Hindu
religious marriages in
terms of the Law.
It was clear that Hindu
religious marriages are not
recognised in terms of the
Act. The Department of
Home Affairs was gathering
information on the issue of
the possible recognition of
religious marriages and
revising the relevant laws.
The intention was to

develop “a single Marriage
Act” that “will enable South
Africans of different religious, cultural persuasions
and gender backgrounds to
conclude legal marriages
that will be in line with the
key provisions of the Constitution of our country”.
More specifically, as
emphasised by Home
Affairs Minister Aaron
Motsoaledi, the Constitution “enjoins the State to
not unfairly discriminate
directly or indirectly
against anyone on one or
more grounds, including
race, gender, sex, pregnancy, marital status,
ethnic or social origin.
Colour, sexual orientation, age, disability,
religion, conscience, belief,

culture, language and
birth”.
The discussion also dealt
with the issue of same sex
marriages. The SAHMS
provided the DOHA
officials with a paper
prepared by Pundit Lokesh
Maharajh which covered
the issue of same sex
marriages.
The training of Marriage
officers and subsequent
examinations to qualify as
Marriage officers was also
discussed.
The Department of Home
Affairs will also consult the
SAHMS when foreign
Hindu priests apply for
visas to visit South Africa.

YOUTH SURVEY
N a m a s t e Va n a k ka m N a m a s ka ra m
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The South African Hindu Maha Sabha
invite you, the youth to participate in
our survey which was designed to help
us understand the challenges being
faced and will help guide us in formulating a way forward together. Complete
the survey on the South African Hindu
Maha Sabha’s website www.sahms.org.za/youthsurvey or by
visiting our Facebook page
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HINDUS AWAKE SEMINAR : 6 MARCH 2021
SAVE THE DATE
The recent media articles and social
platforms (Facebook and WhatsApp)
brought a stark reality that there are
challenges facing Hindus in South
foremost among them being :-

media
have
many
Africa



The steady decline in the number of people
who subscribe to Hinduism (In 2016 the total
Indian Population was 1 300 000 approx,
Hindus were 39%)



The battle to remain relevant especially to the
Youth and younger generation



Attacks on those of us who follow this path

pertinence to Hindus. The seminar seeks to look
into key aspects that must be in place to deal
with the challenges and chart generic ways forward for all to adopt and look at making it more
relevant and innovative ways especially from a
socio-economic and technological perspective.
The seminar will take place on 6 March 2021to
which esteemed organisations will be invited, at
the Kendra Hall in Durban (venue to be confirmed) and then a workshop on Sunday 7 March
2021at Local venues in Phoenix and Chatsworth
(venues to be confirmed) where invitees will be
drawn from Hindu organisations and Temples
that have a presence in those areas. The aim of
this will be among other issues to share the salient points of discussion and workshop the resolutions from the seminar hosted the day before.
It is also expected that the local workshops will
be held at the various local areas such as Verulam,
Pietermaritzburg, Central and Surrounding,
North Coast, South Coast, Northern KZN and
Gauteng at a later date. The Joint Committee is
in the planning phase and through the medium of
this communiqué, we are humbly requesting you
to SAVE THE DATE. More details will follow,
with the formal invitations.

It is about time that we stand united and find a
common voice in addressing these and other
matters.
In this regard, the South African Hindu Maha
Sabha and Shantik Foundation NPC (NPO) have
entered into a joint venture to host a seminar
that aims to look at the issues and chart a way
forward that will be able to see Hinduism into
the 21st Century and beyond, thriving in South
Africa, and providing a spiritual, moral, ethical
and socio economic platform for all who
embrace the glorious Hindu Dharma.
The theme for the seminar is “Hindus Awake”
Yours in Service
drawn from the powerful words spoken by
Swami Vivekananda when he gave an injunction
to us all by proclaiming “Arise, Awake and stop Mr A Trikamjee_
Mr N C Maharaj
not until the goal is reached”.
President
Chairperson
Apart from speakers that will be drawn from South African Hindu
Shantik Foundation
major organisations that have presence in South
Maha Sabha
NPC (NPO)
Africa, the seminar will feature presentations on
results of a survey conducted into issues of
PAGE 10
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MURUGA BHAKTI
FOUNDATION
The Muruga Bhakti Foundation organised a very successful meeting in October this year to discuss the dates and
observance of different Hindu rituals and festivals under
Covid-19 conditions. The S A Hindu Maha Sabha was
delighted to be invited to participate in these discussions.
The leaders of several temples from around Durban and
the North Coast engaged in healthy, constructive deliberations about uniformity in prayer and rituals, especially
amongst priests. The possibility of one uniform prayer
book to be followed by all priests will be considered as a
longer term goal. Furthermore, information about Hindu
festivals and rituals must be explained simply so that the
youth can understand and social media platforms must be
used for this purpose. There was a special focus on Thai
Poosam Kavady which is very popular amongst Hindu
devotees across the linguistic spectrum. There was agreement that the health and safety of devotees must be a
priority during Kavady. In this regard there will be compliance with the Covid-19 guidelines issued by the S A
Hindu Maha Sabha.

Maha Sabha’s Response
to Covid -19 Vaccine

The South African Hindu Maha Sabha supports any
scientifically tested and approved vaccine that will heal
the afflicted and save lives. The Maha Sabha also believes
that such vaccine must be made available to the poor and
disadvantaged in the global South (South Africa, South
America and Asia). If the vaccine is distributed on the
basis of affordability, then only the global North
countries will benefit, and some are already planning to
selfishly stockpile. All notions of our common
humanitarianism and collective sharing and caring have
been relegated sound bytes by opportunistic leaders. A
just and fair approach would be to initially make the
vaccine available to all frontline healthcare workers
globally. Justice and fairness must trump profits.

COVID-19 RELIEF INITIATIVES
Various Hindu organisations including the South African Hindu Maha Sabha continue to respond to appeals
for assistance under the serious Coronavirus crisis.
Earlier this year the Surat Hindu Association donated
R50 000 to the Denis Hurley Foundation.
The Andra Maha Sabha South Africa continues to expand their food parcels distribution network.
The various Hindu organisations are performing sterling work in trying to mitigate the disastrous effects of
this pandemic.
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PHOTO GALLERY

160th Year Commemoration at South Beach, Durban of the
Arrival of Indentured Labourers in South Africa

(Left to Right) Prof Ashwin Desai, Prof Saths Cooper and Solly Dangor
Participatnts at the Interfaith Harmony and Social Cohesion Webinar

Neeshan Bolton of Ahmed
Kathrada Foundation
Participant at the
Anti Corruption Webinar

Revered Swami
Vedanand Saraswati
Arya Samaj South Africa

Revered Swami
Abhedanandaji
Acharya - Chinmaya Mission
South Africa
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